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SUBJECT: NIGERIAN TRAVEL: MEA CONTROLS 

REF: (A) IBADAN 270 (B) KADUNA 387 

1 . CONCUR IBADAN PROPOSAL FOR BARR/HOPE TRAVEL TO ILORIN O/A MAY 
4; WE ARE SUBMITTING NOTE TO MEA. 

2. CONCUR KADUNA SUGGESTION THAT BPAO (AND WE WOULD ADD CONSULATE 
OPFICER) TRAVEL TO UNIVERSITIES AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN 
CONNECTION WITH VISITS OP VOLSPKRS OR OTHER USG-SPONSORED VISITORS 
BE EXEMPTED GROM NOTIPICATION TO MEA. IN SUCH CASES 

MEA WILL ALREADY HAVE BEEN INPORMED OP TRAVEL PLANS OP VISITOR AND 
PACT THAT CONSULATE/BPAO OPPICER ACCOMPANIES SHOULD NOT PRESENT A 
PROBLEM. EMBASSY CONCURS IN BPAO HILL TRAVEL TO ABU APRIL 22-24. 

3. WITH REGARD TO PIRST PART OF KADUNA PROPOSAL, WE SUSPECT THAT 
TRAVEL OP BPAO TO UNIVERSITIES AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS TO DISCUSS 
ONGOING EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES, PROGRAM LECTURERS, AND COUNSEL 
STUDENTS WOULD PALL UNDER REQUIREMENT POR NOTIPICATION TO MEA AS 
SET FORTH IN MEA'S INSTRUCTION LAST DECEMBER. ON THE OTHER HAND, 

WE WANT TO MOVE TOWARD TRAVEL ON AS UNRESTRICTED A BASIS AS 
POSSIBLE AND WOULD BE INCLINED AT THE PROPER TIME TO TAKE 
CALCULATED RISK ON CAREPULLY SELECTED VISITS WITHOUT NOTIPYING 
MEA. DECISION IN SUCH CASES WOULD DEPEND HEAVILY ON JUDGMENT OP 
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INCIDENT OR OBJECTION ON PART OF STUDENTS OR FACULTY AND THAT 
UNIVERSITY OR SCHOOL OEFICIALS WOULD HAVE NO REASON NOR 
INCLINATION TO BRING BPAO TRAVEL TO ATTENTION OF MEA. WE 
RELIEVE IT PRUDENT, HOWEVER, TO HOLD OFF ON SUCH PROBES FOR THE 
TIME BEING IN LIGHT OF (A) CONFIRMATION THAT TRAVEL BAN IS STILL 
ON (INTER ALIA, PAKISTANI AMBASSADOR WAS ASKED BY MEA LAST WEEK 
NOT TO MAKE PROPOSED PRIVATE PLEASURE VISIT TO BENIN CITY), 

(B) APRIL 19 DAILY TIMES EDITORIAL MENTIONING ACTIVITIES OF 
FOREIGN INFORMATION SERVICES AND DEPLORING EXPOSURE OE NIGERIAN 
YOUTH TO "FOREIGN CULTURAL INFLUENCES WHICH ON THE WHOLE ALIENATE 
THEM FROM THEIR OWN INDIGENOUS CULTURAL VALUES." 

AND (C) STATEMENT BY MEA TO AMBASSADOR APRIL 20 INDICATING 
THAT BAN MAY BE LIFTED IN COURSE NEXT WEEK OR SO. WE WILL TAKE 
ANOTHER READING ON THIS AT END OF NEXT WEEK. 

EASUM 
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